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~OF THE- KREMLIN

Many Russians Believe That Thi#
Historic Building Holds
Wealth Encugh to FPay the
Public Debt of the Empire.

If a mob should secure control of the
city of Moscow it would undoubtediy Joot
the Kermlin, that anclent and imposing
citadel of tke Russian Csars, within whose
uisstry = 2 collection of gold, silver and
precious stones of enormous wvalue.

The Kremlin is an enormous Jortress,
and for a thousand years hag sheltered the |

Empire, says Willlam E. Curtls in the
Chicums Record-Herald, It is what the
Aciopeiis Is In Athens, the Alhenbra in

long. The Kremiin is not on'y the legal
capltal of the Empire. the ‘¢oa wf the
throne and the residence of the Czar, but
i+ ulsy the headquart:ts of the Crthoedox
Greck Church.

The walls Incloee a large group o bulid-

h g- eonnhtln; of the anclent palace of

he Czars, the palace of the holy gynod,
mo Church of the A-I- f>a, in wmhich
ths autocrats d all the a8 must be
creowned; the Church of the Anaanciation,
in which they must be baptized and mar-
rled, and the Church of #t. Michael In
which their unu-rm bones, until the last
century, were ia

SHELTER li'l!!t 2.9% SOLIJIERS.

There 'are two monasteria, two barracks
camable of shellering 3,00 soldlers, a minu-
meat erectel in honor of Alesander II,
the Emancipator: the ereat bell of Moseow
and the tower of Ivay, which jyoa aw
picture! in the geograpni=s mhuen vou a-ra
a chil), and the rearar~. in whch the
thrunes, crowns, sceplers, ooronation
robes, state carriages. table plate jew-
wled  ornamernts an:d olher relles of the
house of Romanoff nre preserved. Ac-
rording to anclent custom every ruler of
ftussla, untl recent years, has had his
omn ¢rown and throne and er. and
each has endeavore] to surpass his prede-
cessors i Taste and extravagance,

As you know, Muscow, instead of 8t Pe-
tersburg, is the capital of Rusaia, but the
court resides In the latter place for rea-
sons of copvenicuce, The palace In the
Kremlin I« always kept in readiness for
It= imperinl tenant, and he spends a few '
werks theri. at interiais each year, In
opder to gratify the loyal Mhﬂl in the
holy  efty ="Our  Mother Moscow.” In
saflie respects It i= the finest residence of
ull the soverrigne of Furope—not so im-
mense as the Winter Palacs at St. Peters-
burg. but richer and more ma ., and
some of *he rooms wnotabdy t halle of
the Order of 8t Geeorge, the Opder of Br,
Alegander Nevski and the Onders of St
Andrew and St Catherine, are, without
doubt, the finest in the world,

The first named Is 30 feet long and &8
feet wide, and the celling 9 38 feet firm
the fluor, These rooms ure seldom
exeept at a funetal or a cvronation. Thers

Ished and furnished with barbaric splen-
dor, five and six hundred years ago. tmuch
and stlver and many veclous stenes
#ving been used. Gold was once =0 plen-
tiful in Russia that it was spread over |
the walle of palaces; jewels were so nu- |
merous that they were imbedded as orna- |
monts in doors, chandellurs, stoves and
furniture, while sliver was uscd as we vse
wood for lablss, phkture frames, balus-
trades, chandellers, cabinets and thrones.
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